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From the President

Beyond the Four Walls 
of the Classroom

As we conclude our 104th year as an
institution, Beulah Heights University
continues to affirm its mission to
develop relevant Christian leaders for
ministry and the marketplace.
Evidenced by an increasing number of
advanced degree-seeking students and
pioneering initiatives that propel us
forward, BHU is a leading faith-based
institution redefining its market and
blazing the trails for other institutions
like ours.

Covid-19 challenged us and eventually
brought out the best in us. We made
some significant shifts during the past
two years and adapted well despite it
all. We witnessed many institutions
close their doors in the face of the
pandemic fallout. Yet, BHU continued
striving for a new normal, with a
different way forward. Investments in
Edu-tech learning platforms increased
our ability to reach students beyond 
the
four walls of the traditional classroom.
We were able to survive through the
pandemic and are now thriving
because those very same choices
offered us more capacity and flexibility.

Once again, students, faculty, staff,
alumni, friends, and administrators are
back on BHU campuses. Together we
rose to the challenge and discovered
that learning happens best when we
collaborate, innovate, and research
together to take those calculated risks
that pay off in the end. I am proud of
our tenacity and tireless efforts from
every BHU team member, student,
and supporter who would not allow us
to give up or settle for less. I
confidently say that through the
stressful times of the pandemic, BHU
is better. We learned hard and
valuable lessons. We learned that as
we become better, our students do as
well.
Developing students in an enriching
Christian academic culture continues
to be the keystone of what we do. Our
students' increased interest in Online
education indicates that the efforts to
expand our research to uncover
students' learning preferences were
not in vain. Indeed we have learned
that we must embrace the classroom
in various learning modes to meet the
ever-diversifying BHU student
population.  
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BHU has supporters and donors for
which I am abundantly grateful. Their
generosity helps us teach, mentor,
and guide our students toward
academic and professional success.
With their support and other resource
allocation, we were able to make
earning a college degree a reality for
more students.

We are committed to our mission and
heritage and tread steadily toward our
future. We realize more than ever that
the future of education is not fixed.
The future of education is in our
efforts and passion for moving
forward despite challenges. The future
of education is in our flexibility and
ability to offer instruction in innovative
ways that might go well beyond the
four walls of the classroom.

By God’s Grace, 
President Benson Karanja, Ed.D.                     

!

Thank you for joining us as we renew our commitment to the mission of  BHU.  

May we continue to climb and be change agents together.  

“Beulah Heights, we cherish you forever.”
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Welcomes a 
New Board 
Member  

The BHU Board of Trustees (BOT) guides the university

toward the ongoing achievement of its mission.

Comprised of several active committees, the BOT offers

support and guidance toward the university’s budget,

curriculum planning, planning and development, and

educational program reviews. With such a vital role,

board members are chosen intentionally and

strategically. A recent review of board members was

conducted to ensure a board commensurate with the

BHU brand and standards. With the retirement of the

board chair, Dr. Cynthia Hale, realignment was

necessary. Dr. Hale served as the BOT chairperson for 25

years. The entire BHU community is grateful for her

tireless service.

President Benson Karanja appointed Dr. Marlin Harris to

replace Dr. Hale. President Karanja appointed Dr. Mike

Kregar as a new BOT member and Dr. James Keiller will

now serve as the Board’s sectary. The BHU community is

excited to welcome them and looks forward to their

valuable contributions to BHU and its steadfast

mission-focused initiatives.
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We also welcome you to support BHU.  BHU prepares students to be 
relevant Christian leaders in the Ministry and Marketplace. 
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Photo Credit to AIM

Your Support 
Makes a Difference

beulah.edu/support-bhu/erence



Giving back is a part of the BHU 
culture.  Each semester President 
Karanja chooses a non-profit 
organization to which the BHU 
community is encouraged to 
donate.  Each week’s chapel 
offering goes to the chosen 
organization.  This semester, Fall 
2022, Preseident Karanja has 
selected to Give Back to the African  

Inland Mission.  Founded in 1895, 
AIM sends missionaries to some of 
Africa’s least-reached peoples.  
With a centeral desire to spread the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout 
Africa, AIM continues to overcome 
challenges in order to make 
disciples.  You can join BHU and 
participate in the AIM movement, 
https://aimint.org/

21
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 Gives Back 

Dr. Marlin 
Harris
Newly Appointed Board of 
Trustees Chairman

Pastor Marlin Harris serves as the

Founding Pastor of New Life Church in

Decatur, GA. Since its inception in 1995,

New Life has served as a leading ministry

presence in the metro Atlanta area and

has experienced phenomenal and

unusual growth over the last 20 years. In

2005, Pastor Harris launched New Life

Community Ministries, a Community

Development Corporation of New Life

Church, as well as the first full-service

Community Center located in South

DeKalb County. New Life Community

Center’s primary focus is to provide aid

and support services to the homeless,

those at-risk of becoming homeless, the

impoverished and the underserved of our

community. Pastor Harris is happily

married to his beautiful helpmate, Sis.

Monica Harris, who shares his love and

compassion for missions, and the people

of God.
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New Board Members



Dr. Mike 
Kregar 
Newly Appointed 

Experienced Senior Executive with a demonstrated history of working in

the information technology and services industry. Skilled in IT Strategy,

Professional Services, Data Center, Management, and Software as a

Service (SaaS). Strong global program and project management

professional with an MBA focused in Business Admin / Marketing from

Keller Graduate School of Management.

07
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New Board Members

Fall Festival/Healthfair Fall 2022
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Campus Life:  

What is Happening at 

Team Summitt 2022

It is always an 
exciting time at 

BHU.  Campus life 
activities occur 
each semester 

and feature many 
ways for students, 
faculty, and staff 
to get involved.  

19

Dr. James 
Keiller 
New Board Secretary 

Dr. James B. Keiller is Senior Advisor to

the President for Institutional &amp;

Corporate Affairs, Beulah Heights

University; he served as Vice President

and Dean for Academic Affairs, Beulah

Heights University, Atlanta, Georgia, a

position he held from August 1964 to

December 2013 (49 years). He also

served as Global Missions Director and

a member of the Executive

Committee and General Board of the

International Pentecostal Church of

Christ headquartered in London, Ohio.

He held both positions from August

1964 to December 2007. He is an

ordained Minister with the Evangelical

Church Alliance.

!

New Board Members
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Graduation 

BHU’s Graduation Day 
continues to be the pinnacle 
of our students’ college 
experience.  This past May’s 
graduation marked the first 
year we were able to have a 
face to face graduation since 
the start of the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Gathering once 
again at New Birth 
Missionary Church in 
Decatur, GA, BHU students 
excitedly joined to receive 
earned recognition for their 

academic achievement. The 
entire BHU community is  
excited and proud of our  
students for their academic 
accomplishments.  Many will 
continue on at BHU to earn 
additional academic success, 
while others are preparing to 
enter their professional 
careers.  Whatever the case 
may be, they will be a part of 
BHU forever.  It is because of 
our students that the BHU 
mission lives on!   

09
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Graduation May 2022, BHU conferred 73 degrees.

A.A. A.B.A. B.A. D.Min M.A. M.B.A. M.Div. PhD

2 4 9 2 7 34 9 6

Congratulations Students!  
We are proud of you!  

!
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Moreover, James Wesonga, 
a 1993 BHU graduate, 
started a sewing machine 
and motorbike business in 
Nairobi, Kenya.  Today, it is a 
self-sustaining business 
that provides vocational 
training for ex-drug addicts 
and at-risk youth.  Serving 
these populations shows 
forth an effort to be socially 
responsible.  Wesonga also 
launched a program to give 
motorbikes free of charge to 
pastors so that they can 
travel to remote villages and 
share the Gospel.  Some 
African students have 
become active politicians in 
their countries and 
communities.  Two students 
won elections and now 
serve as Members of 
Parliament.

In Asia, one of our graduates 
from China multiplied one 
house church to 100,000 
house churches in 15 years. 
In South Korea, BHU 
graduates moved on to 
work in large businesses, 
and some also serve in the 
South Korean Army. 



BHU’s mission of developing 
relevant Christian leaders for 
ministry and marketplace is 
global.  Welcoming more than 
200 international students Fall 
2022, BHU is committed now 
more than ever to expanding its 
mission to worldwide capacity.   
But more than just the growing 
number of international students 
in the US and abroad, the 
personal stories of progress and 
advancement demonstrate most 
clearly BHU’s global expansion.  
The following are just a few 
examples of how BHU’s impact is 
felt among the many nations of 
the world.  

We have tracked international 
students’ ministry and 
marketplace success. In Kenya, 
students have graduated from 
BHU to move on to pastor larger 
congregations, some with a 
membership of 5K and greater. 
Our partnership with Nairobi 
Pentecostal Bible College helped 
the institution grow from 275 to 
600 students within eight years. 17
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Global Expansion:  

 Global 
 Mission

!

!

!

aduation 2022
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Graduation Day

Senior Brunch



BHU offers two terminal degree tracts,  the Doctor of Philosphy 
and Doctor of Ministry degrees.  Both doctoral degrees have 
increased in popularity since their inception.  Starting with only 
a select few, there are now more than 65 PhD students at BHU.  
The DMin has also grown with an increase of greater than  % in 
the last two years.  So what’s driving an increased interests in 
these doctoral degree tracts?  We sat done with a PhD and DMin 
student to learn more about why they chose to earn terminal 
degress at BHU.  

11
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What is Driving an
Increased Interest in

BHU’s PhD and DMin

The Master of Divinity is one of BHU’s strongest 

academic programs.  Preparing students for 

ministry professional careers in the church, 

chaplaincy, and para-church organizations is at 

the heart of the curriculum and curricular 

objectives.  With more churches preferring that 

pastors are seminary trained, BHU stands in a 

unique postion to offer a rewarding degree tract 

to help prepare relevant Christian leaders for 

church communities in the US and aborad.  As 

well, an increasing number of BHU students 

demonstrate an interest in chaplaincy and in 

para-church work, for which BHU’s MDiv readily 

equips.  

Starting Spring 2023, BHU students can earn an 

MDiv in 72 hours intead of 90.  Through a 

realignment of General Education courses and 

a renegotiation of language requirements, the 

MDiv curriculum has been streamlined to offer 

students a chance at earning the degree with 

less hours and more efficiency.  Curriculum 

updates include new courses such as Missiology 

and Homiletics, so that students are receiving 

an education that is competitive with other 

students earning the same degree at different 

institutions.  What’s more, the revised MDiv 

promises more practical hands on training as 

students will be able to experience ministry in 

context opportunities in a more defined way.  

Local church partnerships and relationships in 

ministry professional settings can offer students 

a chance to receive hands on training that will 

prepare them for rewarding careers in ministry 

related fields.    
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Dr. Brian Keith Hodges
Chair for the Department of Religious Studies  



 New and 

 Streamlined 

Master of Divinity 
Program

President’s Annual Report 2022-2023

15

!

12

President’s Annual Report 2022-2023



Interview with, 
Divine Zumbi 

First Year Phd Student and serves 
as the Direcotr of Admissions.

Interviewer:  Why did you choose the 
Ph.D. program at B.H.U.?

Ms. Zumbi:  When I first started 
looking into pursuing a Ph.D., I was 
worried about not being able to find a 
program that would align with my 
vision. I felt a certain pressure to have a 
realistic above all, achievable goal. I 
paced over finding an area that would 
be scientifically treatable while 
respecting the duration granted for 
the research. I always knew that I was 
drawn to doing something related to 
my country, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, or the continent of Africa. 
In terms of content-acquiring data, I felt that I would probably have to switch 
my subject. I then discovered that the Doctor of Philosophy at B.H.U. would 
give me the flexibility to select a dissertation topic close to what I am 
passionate about. Also, the program is affordable for international students like 
me.  

Interviewer: What do you hope to accomplish by earning your Ph.D.? 

Ms. Zumbi: Not only am I passionate about higher education teaching 
professionals, but I would like to work in the private sector and do research on 
ways to improve the current state of my continent. I would like to be a part of 
those making real contributions to a broader body of knowledge.

Interviewer: What has been your favorite part of the Ph.D. journey so far?  

Ms. Zumbi: I just started the program, so I still have so much to uncover. 
However, I must say that the instructors have been very supportive and clear 
on what is ahead of us.

Interviewer: How would you advise a prospective student aspiring to earn a 
Ph.D. at B.H.U.? 

Ms. Zumbi: I would say, “go for it!” B.H.U. is a melting pot. I am currently in a 
classroom with people from all over the world, and learning from different 
points of view can broaden a person’s perspective. 

13
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Interview with, 
Robert Miller 

First Year DMin Student at BHU  
and is  the Senior Pastor  

for Trinity Worship Center  

Interviewer:  Why did you choose the DM program at BHU?

Mr. Miller:   I selected the DM program at BHU, because of the reputation 
of the institution and the credibility, support, and flexibility of the 
professors. 

Interviewer:   What do you hope to accomplish by earning your DM 
degree?

Mr. Miller:  What I look to accomplish by completing the DM program is a 
more exegetical framework in scholarship and theology.

Interviewer:  What has been your favorite part of the DM journey so far? 

Mr. Miller:  My favorite part of the DM journey: Hands down is the student 
interaction and the discussion board responses. If you take the work out 
and have fun replying you actually look forward to sharing and answering 
the DB questions. 

Interviewer:  How would you advise a prospective student aspiring to 
earn a DM at BHU?

Mr. Miller:   My advice for a prospective student would be: Do it and stop 
the procrastination! Make your mark on the academic community and 
don't be afraid.  
 


